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A Message from The Director

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL
Embracing Diversity, Striving for Excellence

Dear BFS Community: 

Believe it or not, the administration has already 
been busy planning for the 2014-2015 school year. 
In the world of international schools, the school year 
barely gets started before we need to think about the 
following year. After surveying students regarding 
courses desired and identifying staff who will be 
leaving, we moved forward with our recruitment 
process culminating in our attending the international 
educator gathering at University of Northern Iowa’s 
Overseas Recruitment Fair, January 30th - February 
2nd. 

At the job fair, highly qualified teachers were drawn 
to photos of your children, faculty, the facilities, and 
Busan on our website and in the materials we brought 
with us. From this evidence and word-of-mouth praise, 
teacher candidates knew that BFS was serious in 
becoming one of strongest academically challenging 
small schools in South Korea and many wanted to join 
us in our quest to be the best! We look forward to 
bringing on board a highly qualified and experienced 
staff for next fall.  

A s w e end the year and set up next year, we need 
to pay close attention to possible 

difficulties in saying goodbye to old staff and greeting 
those excited to join our community. We ask you, our 
families, to help us in this effort. Please help our 
expatriate teachers and your children make a smooth 
transition from our “current” staff to our “new” staff.  

It is of the utmost importance for our BFS family 
community to realize the importance of creating and 
capturing fond memories while we are all together.  

One way to ensure memories is to encourage you all to 
buy the yearbook as a memory keepsake. I also 
entreat you to cheer on our sports teams, attend 
special events enthusiastically, take photos, and show 
your appreciation to our terrific teachers who are 
here this year. They are truly one of the best and 
hardest working teaching staffs BFS has ever known!  

Please join us as we continue to build dreams through 
many bold moves. As always, thank you for being 
partners in our students’ journey in education! Let me 
know if there is anything I can do for you and your 
child or family.  

Warm regards, 

Diane Lund - Principal 
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“Building Dreams through Bold Moves”



Valentine’s Bingo

14th of February marks St. Valentine’s Day. At BFS this 
US tradition is celebrated in many ways. This year the 
NHS students sold candy grams which they 
subsequently distributed to the people nominated at the 
time of purchase. !
Some children prepared their own Valentines and 
exchanged them with their friends. !
And finally, the PTO organized a Valentines’ bingo for 
the Elementary students: pizza and prizes for all!!!!
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Early Childhood (EC)  
PreK-3, Kinder-4 & 5 During the month of 
January the PreK3 and K4 classrooms were involved in 
a theme of Stories and Rhymes. We read a variety of 
nursery rhymes such as Humpty Dumpty, Jack and Jill 
and Mary Mack. We read the traditional stories Little 
Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, 
and  The  Frog Prince. We highlighted the books by 
visiting the library in Haeundae near Busan Foreign 
School 
The month of February will  be on a unit called "I Can 
Create, I Can Build" We will be creating things out 
of shapes and learning about lots of trucks that are 
used to build buildings. 
Kinder-5 Kindergarten 5 had fun this month with 
the sink or float science 
experiments and learning 
about workers i n ou r 
community! We are looking 
forward to our around the 
community field trip where 
we will be sending letters at 
the post office, climbing 
through fire trucks and 
buying something at the 

grocery store by 
ourselves! 

Upcoming birthdays                                          February & March

Feb 2nd 
Misenar, Joseph Winfield (G1) !
Feb 5th 
Koerner, Tiana (GPK3) !
Feb 9th 
Lee, Stephen San (G10) !
Feb 10th 
Kim, Min Hyung (Danny) (G3) !
Feb 12th 
Yang, Esther (G5) !!

Feb 14th 
Moskvicheva, Kseniia (G3) !
Feb 15th 
Park, David (G2) 
Kim, Eri Ko (Erika) (G3) 
Kim, Dylan (G3) !
Feb 19th 
Kha, Do Khen (Nikita) (G5) !
Feb 22nd 
O'Neal, John Salvador (GK5) 
Han, Gyubin (G7) 
Lee, Eun Bi(Anne) (G10) !
Mar. 1st 
Baeg, Eugene (G7) !
Mar. 6th 
Choi, Hemie (G12) 
Alhazmi, Malk (GK5) !
Mar. 7th 
Beck, Cameron (G12) !
Mar. 11th 
Edwards, Caryi  (G5) 
Ro, Ryan (G9) !

Mar. 13th 
Chang, Sera (G6) 
Chang, Simon (G6) !
Mar. 15th 
Lyu, Diana  (G10) !
Mar. 16th 
Cho, Yu Shin (G7) !
Mar. 17th 
Kang, Justin (G10) !
Mar. 19th 
Croft, Joshua (G3) 
Wang, Tina (G9) 
Kim, Ian (GK5) !
Mar. 23rd 
Garber, Joshua (G2) !
Mar. 28th 
Hwang, Spring (G11) !
Mar. 29th 
Yugay, Maria (GK4) !
Mar. 30th 
Yun, Elina (G9) 

Department Updates
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Basketball Middle School Boys and Girls Basketball 
with begin on Thursday January 16th. We will be meeting 
in the gym at 3:40. Students need to bring basketball 
shoes, shorts, a t-shirt, towel, and a water bottle. Any 
questions can be directed to Mr. Gates or Mr. P. 
We are looking forward to a fantastic season! !!

The History Bee/Bowl is for high school and 
middle school students who enjoy competition and or 
history. Students need to attend each Friday after school 
practice, research and review history topics in the study 
guide we provide, and be available on March 9th to 
compete in Seoul. 
Students in the Bowl compete against other teams of 
s t u d e n t s i n middle school or high school. 
Students in the Bee compete against 
individuals. For more information ask Ms. 
Lund or Ms. Nicholson.

Elementary 

Elementary Student of the Month We will have our December/January student of the month assembly on 
February 7th. We will be choosing students who have demonstrated skills in the Physical ESLR’s. !
Field Trips Grades first through fifth grade went 
to Shinsegae Ice Rink in January. We all had a great 
time being active and skating on the ice! 
First and second grade will be going to the NC 
Department Store Petting Zoo on February 13th. We 
will learn about animals and their habitats. !
Middle School 

MidTerm Exams Middle schoolers wrapped up 
their midterm exams in January to finish up their first 
semester of the school year. The exams were a great 
learning opportunity for students to display their 
knowledge of the material that they learned throughout 
the first semester of the school year. 
We will continue building on this knowledge throughout 
third quarter and beyond. 
The middle school students have a lot to look 
forward to during the second semester of the school year.

Talent Show 
This year’s Talent show will take place on April 4th 
(time yet T.B.D.) !
Consider the following guidelines to increase 

your chances of being chosen to perform: !
• Practice, practice and practice.!

• Keep your performance under 2 
minutes.!

• Auditions will take place on March 17th. 
Watch out for the audition sign-up sheets or 
contact Ms. Jones at ejones@bfs.or.kr!
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! STUDENT OF THE MONTH - DECEMBER & JANUARY

PHYSICAL ESLR!
Pk3-Ilia Khalilov!
K4- Amber Slootweg!
K5- Ian Kim, Matthew Khurin!
G1- Ignat Alekseev, Kylen Elliott!
G2- Sona Park, Gaetane Slootweg!
G3- Nikita Lysenko, Reenha Kim, Michael Choi!
G4- Oleg Kim, Natasha Alekseeva!
G5-Edwards Doh, Jasmin Slootweg!
G6- Jane Park!
G7- Sasha Tyan!
G8- Angelina Brays!

INTELLECTUAL ESLR!
G9- Samuel Lee!
G10- Jeong Min Park!
G11- Kyung Eun Cho!
G12- Celine Kim

Congratulations to our senior class on 
their college acceptances so far 
We only have 13 students graduating in 2014 and 
already have 15 acceptances! Our students have 
been accepted to the following schools: !
• Johns Hopkins University 
• The University of Hong Kong (3) 
• Michigan State (2) 
• Penn State (2) 
• University of Pittsburgh 
• Indiana University 
• University of Virginia 
• The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
• University of Illinois 
• University of California (Irvine) 

!!
!!

!!

Counselor’s Corner
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Middle and High School 
Mr. Wojcik has been running  
Badminton and Circus Arts 
for Middle and High school 
students every Monday after 
school. Students have also been 
playing ping pong in the gym. 4th-12th 
graders are welcome to try their luck at 
unicycles and other circus arts activities at 
that time as well. About 20 students have 
been showing up for these fun activities. 

Sports
Ba
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in
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After a very eventful 2013 fall sports 

schedule, BFS switches gears to it's 2014 spring 

line up of sports!

Girls and Boys High School Soccer 
Mr. Chu, Ms. Scheier, Ms. 
Leland and Mr. Lee  are 
coaching high school soccer this 
winter/spring. About 12 boys and 
12 girls are playing. Both teams will be involved 
in tournaments on Thursday, March 20 and 
Saturday, April 26th. We will also be trying to get 
some games here at BFS!
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Health News 
Middle School Health will be starting a 
Nutrition unit soon. To coincide with it, Mr. 
Wojcik will be promoting a voluntary, school 

wide 'No Soda Challenge' from March 

7-21.  
Can you go two weeks without a drop of 
soda, high sugar/caffeine energy drinks, or 
coffee? (The coffee part is for Mr. Wojcik 
since he rarely drinks soda). The reasons for 
the No Soda Challenge are: 
1. to raise awareness of the impact of soda 

on obesity, and  
2. a lesson on quitting a bad habit.

Ba
sk

et
ba

ll Girls and Boys Elementary and Middle 
School Basketbal 
Mr. Payan and Mr. Gates are coaching 
the middle school team this season. The 
team currently has about 15 players.  Mr. 
Gates is also coaching the elementary team, with 
help from Mr. Wojcik and Mr. Lossiah.   That team 
currently has about 25 players. Both the Middle 
School and Elementary teams will be participating 
in a big tournament on Tuesday, March 18. BIFS 
will be hosting most of the tournament while BFS 
may be hosting one part of it as well. Stay tuned.

St
af

f Y
og

a Mr. Wojcik is running BFS Staff 
Yoga every Wednesday from 
5:10-5:50 in the gym. 
Ex Barnum and Bai ley 
Circus contortionist Mr. Lund 
will be acting as his personal 
assistant.

Ms. Kim is back!!! After a three-month maternity leave Ms. 
Kim has resumed her duties at the school. We are so happy 

to have her back at BFS!!
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PTO keeps the BFS Spirit!!! 

With the start of the new calendar and Lunar 
New Year the PTO would like to take the 
opportunity to thank all parents that have shown 
their commitment and support to Busan Foreign 
School, donating their time, skills and financially 
contributing to the many activities sponsored by 
the PTO. We are looking at an even busier 
second half of the school year with many 
opportunities for Parents to be involved. Don’t 
be left behind while we continue to offer our 
students many culturally and educationally 
enriching activities!!!!  !
Mark Your Calendars! 
• The next PTO meeting will take place on Friday, March  

7th at 11:30 am. This will be followed by a luncheon at 
a location yet to be announced. 

• There are many events planned for the coming months: 
Talent Show, Easter Egg Hunt, Fine Arts Night, Global 
Gathering, … We will be needing as much help as 
possible so we encourage everyone to attend our next 
meeting where more details will be explained. !

For more information on PTO sponsored events or if you 
want to become an active member write us at 
bfspto@bfs.or.kr, the PTO communication media of choice. 

PTO Update

Did you know? the winner of 
the PTO logo competition 
was Gihun Lee (10th grade). 
The MMJ class is busy 
transforming the logo in 
digital format so we may start 
u s i n g i t o n a l l P T O 
communication media. 

Gihun Lee

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 

The 9th Global Gathering in 

2014 is Coming Up! 

Saturday, the 24th of May  

10a.m. 

@ Busan Citizen's Park (former 

U.S Army's Camp Haleah) 
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Classifieds

Zumba Class!!

With Ms. Jones!

Who: 4th-12th grade, staff or PARENTS!!

What: 40 Minute Dance-Workout 
When: Tuesdays 3:45  
Where: Multi-purpose room B1 
Cost: Free!!
You can come whenever you want! 
Please wear workout/P.E. 
clothes. !
Be ready to sweat while having fun!

Korea Model United Nations at Korea University!!
Congratulations to Sylvia Lee, Louis Kim and Harry Cho on their 
participation in the KMUN 2014 Winter Conference. The kids said it 
was "an amazing experience" and that BFS students should 
"definitely participate in next year's conference!" Sounds like they 
had a great time!
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Ms. Jones, Ms. Goldman, Mrs. Lund, Ms. Naegeli, Mr. Naegeli, 
Ms. Nicholson, Mr. Payan, Mr. Saunders,  Ms. Slootweg Allepuz, 
Ms. Smith-Lossiah, Mr. Smith-Lossiah, Mr. Wojcik.

Special thanks to this 
Newsletter 

contributors

Our next Newsletter will be issued during the last week of April 2014 and will cover March and April updates

Calendar of Events

Main school events are summarized below: print the calendar and keep it for future reference!

Date Event Location

February 20th - 6.30 pm to 
8.00 pm

College Information Seminar for HS parents 
and students

BFS

February 21st Progress Reports are sent home!

February 28th - 6.00pm to 
8.00 pm

Sadie Hawkins dance (High School) BFS

March 1st Samil Day - No school

March 7th - 11.30 a.m. PTO meeting BFS PTO room - B1

March 14th Professional development day - no school

March 17th - after school Talent Show Auditions BFS

March 24th - March 28th Spring Break - No school

April 4th - TBD (late afternoon) Talent Show BFS Gymnasium

April 7th 4th Quarter starts

April 10th Report cards sent home

April 17th - TBD (evening) Fine Arts Show TBD

April 4th - 11.30 a.m. PTO meeting BFS PTO room - B1

April 18th Professional development day - no school

April 25th - 26th Parent Teacher Conferences BFS
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