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“Building Dreams through Bold Moves”

The induction ceremony for the 
National Honor Society took 
place this month at the school 
auditorium

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL
Embracing Diversity, Striving for Excellence

Dear BFS Community:

2013-2014 is well underway and the school is filled with 

excitement! At BFS, we continue our mantra “Building Dreams 
Through Bold Moves,” because we continue to build on our 

successes to make BFS the best school in southern Korea. We 
are intentionally and methodically retooling our organization to 

effectively deliver on our promise to focus on what is best for 

your children’s learning. Thanks to our new facilities and 
energized students, teachers, and staff, everyone is on board 

to ensure a welcoming, inclusive atmosphere for all students 
and their families.

How are we making this happen? We are doing many things 

while concentrating on making deep, system-wide changes to 
ensure the best education for your children. Not only are we 

building and refurbishing the physical structure of our 
school, we are building and strengthening the spirit of our 

school. We are building our students’  dreams by providing them 

a multitude of holistic experiences throughout the day to tap 
into their curiosities and interests while exploring new 

possibilities.  At the same time, we are reinforcing the human 
intelligence and integrity of our community by developing 

strong leadership, responsibility, identity, and, thus, creating 

the strongest school spirit ever!  

BFS school spirit never has been more intense.   Throughout 

the school, our teachers are collaborating on providing 
integrated, multiple intelligence learning. For example, our 

music teacher, Mr.  Chapa, has composed and taught a “fight 

song,” so our students can cheer on our sports teams.  Our mass 

media and journalism class, led by Mr.  Lipsky, is making 
YouTube videos to promote our school. To boost school spirit 

even more, the Leadership Class and the teachers’  School 
Climate Committee collaborated on a spirit t-shirt contest to 

create and sell the BFS shark t-shirts. 

On board, too, is the BFS (International) Parent Teacher 
Organization (the only parent group sanctioned by BFS) led by 

Pamela Beck, president, Insook Chung, vice president, Vanessa 
Allepuz, treasurer and secretary, Jasmin Koerner, hospitality 

chair, and Mark Smith-Lossiah, school spirit chair.  This year’s 

PTO has had the greatest attendance ever, contributing to our 
tighter community. It is truly an international group, reflecting 

the population of our school. Members come from Germany, 
United States, Russia, Korea, France, China, Japan, India, 

England, Mexico, and Spain. This   ambitious group has hit the 

ground running with many projects to add to the overall spirit 
by reinforcing old traditions, as well as, introducing new 

traditions to the school. 

As our student leadership groups have developed greater 

capacity to lead, they have collaborated strongly with our BFS 

PTO to create an alliance like never before. Middle School 
Student Council, High School Student Council, National Honor 

Society, and the High School Leadership Class have been 
working hand-in-hand with the BFS Parent Teacher 
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Halloween

On Thursday, October 31st, the school celebrated 
Halloween. Students and 
parents teamed up through 
the day to entertain children 
of all ages while minimizing 
impact on the student’s 
academic obligations.
From Costume contests, to 
Halloween carnival, and the 
traditional PTO Trick or 
Treat.
Festivities culminated with a 
s p o o k y h a u n t e d h o u s e 
organized by High School 
Student Council.

Organization to provide the community with many 

memorable experiences. These student leadership groups 

have shown incredible initiative! While the Leadership 
Class organized and led various games on the field and 

gymnasium on Founder’s Day, PTO supported them by 
selling popcorn and other snacks. To help make an 

unforgettable Halloween celebration, PTO organized 

parents in donating time and candies to the Trick-or-Treat 
Parade and help the HS Leadership Class put on their 

Elementary Carnival. Other special activities on Halloween 

were: Guess the Candy (Leadership Class), Haunted House 

(HS Student Council), Scary Movie Night (MS Stu Co), 

Costume Contest (HS Stu Co), and Door Decorating 
Contest (PTO). 

We look forward to your continued support in building 
dreams and school spirit!

As always, thank you for being partners in our students’ 

journey in education!

Diane Lund - Principal
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Founder’s Day

Fire Drill

School Spirit Song

It's official, we have a fight 
song for BFS! 

Mr. Chapa has been teaching our Fight Song to all 
the Elementary students as well as his vocal classes 
but ... spread the word, learn the lyrics, and tunes 
by following the link to our fifth graders 
performance:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFw8DtNw43U

Fight On Fight On B-F-S

Take the ball make a score win the 
game

Onward for the Blue and White

Push'em back, Push'em Back, 
Bring us fame

Fight On Fight On B-F-S

Over one, over all, we will reign!

Fight come on fight!

Fight with all your might 

Sharks will win this game!

On October 11th, the school celebrated Founder’s Day. 

Founder’s Day marks the anniversary of the school and 

is traditionally a filled day of activities. What makes 

Founder’s Day special is that the teams that participate 

in games and competitions are composed by children 

from different levels at the school. This fosters unity and 

reflects upon our tight school community.

Furthermore, children and members of the staff were 

handed over their school spirit t-shirts, 100% designed 

by one of the students of the school: Jihong Lee.

The school’s first evacuation drill of the Fall Season surprised some 

of our students on October 23rd. Considering our upgraded 

facilities, being ready for an emergency event required a lot of 

preparation. From updating the school floor plans to creating the 

new assembly areas.

Evacuation drills take place three times a year at the school because 

in the unlikely event of an emergency, it is important to know how to 

effectively evacuate the school and to account for all people on 

campus and ensure the safety and security of students, personnel, 

and visitors.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFw8DtNw43U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFw8DtNw43U
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Halloween Door Contest

T h i s y e a r , t h e P a r e n t T e a c h e r 
Organization decided to financially 
contribute to the HS & MS leadership, 
NHS and Student Council groups by 
o rgan i z i ng a f und ra i s e r wh i c h 
proceedings would 100% benefit them.

After much thought the organizing 
committee, headed by Pamela Beck, 
decided on a Halloween door decoration 
contest.

Teachers and students decorated their 
doors using at minimum the one item 
provided by the PTO, this year being 
cobwebs. Student Council and the 
Halloween PTO committee narrowed 
down the candidates to one per section.

Finally, all children from the school voted 
for their favorite door by adding coins to 
the jar corresponding to the door of their 
choice. The winning door being the one 
whose jar had most coins.

Elementary - Grade 3
Congratulations to Mr. Biehl’s class!!! 
The elementary door raised alone 
more than 5 times the amounts 
deposited for the other classes. 
Grade 3 comes home with the big 
prize: the class received a prize of 
50,000 KRW
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Early Childhood (EC) 
PreK-3 and Kinder-4 
During the month of October 
the K4 and Pre-K 3 class were 
talking about people in the 
school and the community.  We 
visited the local fire station 
and were able to try on fire 
fighter uniforms, sit on the 
fire truck and  sit in the back 
of the ambulance.
We are currently talking about 
things that are big and little 
and visited the Zooraji exhibit 
with K5.

Kindergarten 5 just 
wrapped up our animals unit 
and we are now learning about 
the person in the mirror! (All 
About Me!) 

Upcoming birthdays                                          November & December

Nov. 1st
Lee, Esther Seul (G2)

Nov. 2nd
Chung, Leehoon (G7)

Nov. 3rd
Lopez, Jaydyn Robert (G1)
Park, Sun Young (G10)

Nov. 4th
Jin, Du-Yuan (Kim, DoWon) (G2)

Nov. 5th
Batiste, Nadia Mirai (GK5)

Nov. 6th
Kim, Anna (G9)

Nov. 9th
Shon, Jennifer (G10)

Nov. 10th
Park, Phillip (G9)
Kang, Hyun Kyung 
(Elisha) (G9)

Nov. 11th
Doh, Edwards (G4)
Misenar, Kianna Tae Lee 
(G5)

Nov. 12th
Bang, SeungHyeon 
(Sally) (G9)

Nov. 15th
Yoon, Soo Min (Justin) 
(G6)

Nov. 16th
Kim, Oleg (G5)
Shon, DongJoo (G6)

Nov. 18th
Harvey, Kelila (G1)

Nov. 22nd
Phillips, Meerae Song (G1)

Nov. 25th
Volodina, Diana (G5)

Nov. 26th
Kim, Do Din (Alex) (G10)

Nov. 30th
Uhm, Won-Jeong (G6)

Dec. 4th
Park, Andrew (G12)

Dec. 10th
Chun, Eugene (K5)

Dec. 12th
Elliott, Yena (K4)

Dec 13th
Cho, Sunny (G11)

Dec 14th
Hodgkins, Brianna (K3)

Dec 15th
Kawana, Keisei (G4)

Dec 17th
Kim, Gene (G8)
Lee, Sylvia (G12)

Dec 18th
Kim, Tae Hyeon (G3)

Dec 19th
Kwon, Christine (G4)

Dec 21st
Pya, Kostya (G8)

Dec 24th
Shrestha, Zenith (G7)

Dec 25th
Elliott, Kylen (G1)
Sviridov, Danil (G6)

Dec 28th
Myakon'kova, Aleksandra (G9)

Department Updates
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Elementary
Elementary Student of the Month We will be 
having our October Student of the Month assembly on 
November 15th. We are awarding two students per 
classroom a certificate for demonstrating skills in the 
Intellect ESLR’s. 

Fifth Grade The BFS fifth grade class has been 
working hard on their writing skills this year. For our third 
writing project, the students wrote procedural or "How to.." 
pieces which they took through the Five-Step Writing 
Process and then produced their own videos to accompany 
them. We invited the fourth graders to come down and 
watch them with us while we shared the videos and scored 
them together. The students had a lot of fun sharing their 
know how and making the videos! If you have some time, 
check out Mr. P.'s YouTube page so you can watch them too. 
The name of the page is mrpgrade5. Enjoy!

Middle School

Movie Night The middle school students had an 
eventful month. The highlight of the month was the middle 
school movie night the day after Halloween. Students came 
together for a fun evening filled with pizza, snacks, and 
friends.

Academic Goals Students have been creating academic 
goals during their Wednesday advisory period and will track 
the progress of their goals throughout the year.

High School

National Honor Society The NHS Induction 
ceremony took place on October 18th, at 16:00 in the school 
auditorium.  Induction of new members into the National 
Honor Society is one of the most important traditions 

associated with any NHS chapter and is an important event 
for the student, the chapter, and the school. 

The audience was reminded of the four main pillars of the 
NHS:

1.Scholarship
2.Service
3.Leadership
4.Character

The NHS at BFS will focus on providing service to the 
worldwide community raising money and providing its own 
service hours to this purpose.

Mass- Media & Journalism On the night of Friday 
October 4th MMJ students put their new journalism skills 
to the test.  All MMJ students came out to the new Busan 
Cinema Center and interviewed various film makers and film 
fans at the biggest film festival in Asia: BIFF (Busan 
International Film Festival). We had a blast!!!
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Sports

October 5th - Gwangan Bridge Race
Sunday was the annual Busan fun run over the 
Gwangalli Bridge. This was the third year the BFS 
cross country team competed in the big race. We 
had our strongest showing ever. The entire boys 
and girls middle and high school running teams 
plus several parents came out to represent BFS. 
Everyone had a great time running over the bridge.

October 19th - Handong International School
Congratulations to the Sharks Cross Country teams. 
They dominated once again at the SKAC race in 
Pohang on Saturday. The girls team finished first 
place overall. Jihong Lee finished first place 
amongst all MS & HS girls combined. Hemie Choi 
came in 4th, and Elizaveta Zhuravleva came in 5th. 
The boys finished second overall. Alex Kim 
individually placed 2nd, Alex Tyan 3rd, and Malkin 
Cho was 5th. 

The girls have won the SKAC conference every 
year for 3 years in a row now and are going into 
the last race of the season in first place. Cheer 
them on to their 4th straight SKAC championship! 
The boys won their first ever SKAC trophy last year. 
They are a few points away from moving into first 
place and making it two years in a row. Good luck 
on November 15th Shark cross country runners! 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH - SEPTEMBER

Congratulations to all students who are being recognized for their outstanding achievements

October brought many opportunities for BFS sports clubs and teams to 
demonstrate everybody’s hard work really pays off. 
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October 19th - Handong International School
On Saturday November 19th, the BFS 
Elementary Cross Country Team competed in 
its very first race which was held at Handong 
International School in Pohang! The runners 
had a lot of fun and everyone finished the 

2.5 km race! For our team, Mike Choi 

(3rd Grade) finished first, Thao Ta 
Phuong (5th Grade) finished 

second, and Hidaya Mansour (5th 
Grade) finished third. Make sure you 
congratulate all of our runners when you see 
them and cheer them on so that they get 
pumped up for our next race which will 
happen on Friday November 15th. 

SO
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Middle school soccer teams play BIFS strong in 
inaugural games at BFS

On Monday, Oct. 14, both the A and B Teams 
competed against BIFS. Both teams played 
very hard in front of a very loud BFS crowd. 
The B Team lost and the A Team played to a 
thrilling 2-2 sudden death overtime tie. 
Highlights of the afternoon were goals by Loui 
Chung and Gene Kim. Brian Yang and Jihun 
Jeong were both outstanding as goalies.

Thank you t o e v e r y o n e w h o 

showed up and 

cheered!
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H i gh Sc hoo l ba ske tba l l - 
Saturday October 12th 

GIFS hosted the first SKAC 
South Division Basketball 
tournament of the season. 
BFS, BIFS and GIFS battled 
on the courts from 9am to 4pm 
each team playing 4 long games. The games 
were all very close and it was a great day of 
hoops as teams worked together and showed off 
their abilities to score baskets, get rebounds, 
make smooth passes and give it everything they 
had. The energy was high and it was a great 
start to the season. 
Both girls and boys team made it to 1st place!!! 
a position they will have to defend at the next 
tournament which will take place at BFS on the 
22nd of November.
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CLUBS

It's November already and that means we've had our 
first round of early decision college applications 
submitted! We have a small group of seniors this year, 
but we have a tremendously talented bunch. I'm 
confident we will see many new university names on 
our college wall of fame! 

We have one more university visit scheduled for 
Friday, November 8th, as George Washington 
University in Washington DC will be here to tell us 
about the exciting opportunity to learn in the US 
capital. 

The PSAT and Readistep exams were held on October 
16th and the results will be made available in 
December. Some time after the winter break, a 
parent meeting will be held to discuss the results of 
these exams and how to use this information to start 
planning for university. 

The first quarter is over and we're already underway 
with quarter two and it looks like Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are right around the corner!

Time Flies at BFS!

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

 

Need Help Getting ready for the SAT or ACT? 

PREPARE FOR THE BIG TEST WITH HELP FROM A TRAINED, EXPIERIENCED ACT/SAT 
VERBAL AND WRITING COACH BY WORKING ON:  

{Thursdays 4:00-5:30pm Room #303} 

SAT/ACT PREP CLUB 

• Time management and efficiency strategies (eliminating wrong answers, 
guessing) 

• Vocabulary and language 
• Essay preparation and practice 
• Understanding the ACT/SAT scoring process and rubric 

 

VISITORS!!!!!

For quickest and most efficient access to 

the school, always remember to sign in 

at the front office and get your visitor’s 

badge before hand.

Can you recognize them????

Answers will be provided at the next Newsletter ...
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PTO keeps the BFS Spirit!!!

Founder’s Day and Halloween made good use of all parent 
and teacher volunteering hands. We truly enjoyed dressing 
up  for the trick or treat, helping out at the Halloween 
carnival and assisting students with their fundraising. The 
amount of donations received were incredible. Parental 
commitment to BFS’ traditions is not merely a will but a 
way.

Mark Your Calendars!
• Our next PTO meeting will take place on Friday, December  6th at 

11:30.  This will be followed by a luncheon at a location yet to be 

announced.

• The PTO will be co-ordinating Thanksgiving lunch at the school with 

our caterer. Parents will be serving the traditional Thanksgiving food 

to children on Thursday November 28th.  We will need parents to 
bring dessert ... Many parents have already volunteered but there is 

always room for more!

• The BIWA bazaar will take place at the Grand Hotel on Saturday, 

30th November between 10.00 and 16.00. The PTO will participate 

in the Kid’s Corner and mothers are already busy chasing different 
crafts and activities to offer to all participating children. The BIWA 

Bazaar is the only Christmas market taking place in Busan and a must 
do for all new international families. Please see the last page of this 

newsletter for the official BIWA invite.

• Christmas Pageant: the school’s Christmas Pageant will take place 
December 10th at the Shinsegae Culture Centre. Watch your mails for 

information on PTO’s participation at the event.

For more information on PTO sponsored events or if you want to become 
an active member write us at bfspto@bfs.or.kr, the PTO communication 
media of choice.

PTO Update

mailto:bfspto@bfs.or.kr
mailto:bfspto@bfs.or.kr
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Classifieds

BIWA CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Most of you have probably heard of the 
devastating impact that Typhoon Yolanda has had 
on the Philippines. This tragic event not only 
affects all of humanity, but touches BFS 
personally.

The students on the BFS Service Learning Trip of 
2011 volunteered in Tacloban – one of the 
hardest hit areas by Typhoon Yolanda. Our 
students worked with the local Tacloban 
community refurbishing a small school and 
teaching English to local school children. 

We can help the community again, by donating to 
UNICEF. I am including a link that can take 
donations. I know many of you do not have credit 
cards, but if you feel strongly enough I’m sure 
there is someone in your family who can help. 
Thank you. 

http://donate.unicef.ph/campaign/24/typhoon-
yolanda-emergency-appeal

TYPHOON 
YOLANDA

EMERGENCY 
APPEAL

http://donate.unicef.ph/campaign/24/typhoon-yolanda-emergency-appeal
http://donate.unicef.ph/campaign/24/typhoon-yolanda-emergency-appeal
http://donate.unicef.ph/campaign/24/typhoon-yolanda-emergency-appeal
http://donate.unicef.ph/campaign/24/typhoon-yolanda-emergency-appeal
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Ms. Jones, Ms. Goldman, Mr. Kwon, Mr. Lee, Mr. Lipsky, Ms Lund, 
Ms. Naegeli, Mr. Naegeli, Mr. Payan, Mr. Saunders,  Ms. Slootweg 
Allepuz, Mr. Slootweg, Ms. Smith-Lossiah, Mr. Smith-Lossiah, Mr. 
Wojcik.

Special thanks to this 
Newsletter contributors

Our next Newsletter will be issued during the third week of December and will cover November and December updates

Calendar of Events

Main school events are summarized below: print the calendar and keep it for future reference!

Date Event Location

November 2nd - all day

November 5th - 3.45 pm

November 15th & 16th

November 18th - 22nd

November 22nd - 9.00 am - 
9:00 pm

November 22nd - 9.00 am - 
9:00 pm

November 30th - 10.00 am 
to 4.00 pm

November 28th - lunch time

December 4th - 5th

December 10th - 5:30 pm

December 16th

Middle School and Elementary Futsal soccer Ulsan

Middle School Soccer: Parents/Teachers vs 
Students

BFS

Parent Teacher Conferences BFS

BFS Spirit Week 
18th: Pajama Day
19th: Twin Day
20th: Crazy Hair day
21st: Class Color Day
22nd: School Spirit Day

BFS

High School Girls Basketball SKAC 
tournament. This is the first ever basketball 
SKAK tournament hosted at the school!!! 
Come and cheer for BFS!!

BFS

High School Boys Basketball SKAC 
tournament. 

BIFS

BIWA Bazaar Grand Hotel

Thanksgiving will be on the menu! Parent 
members of the PTO will be serving the 
traditional turkey lunch to all children at the 
school.

BFS

Yearbook picture day for the Elementary.
make sure your children come in their 
uniforms and well combed!!

BFS

Christmas Pageant Shinsegae Cultural Hall, 
9th floor

Winter Break Begins BFS


