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“Building Dreams through Bold Moves”

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Busan Foreign School, 

The 2014-15 school-year marks the 18th anniversary of Busan Foreign School’s founding. I am immensely grateful 

for the support that you’ve shown to our beloved school, your presence during our Founder’s Day was truly the 

greatest gift for Busan Foreign School. In addition, I’d also like to congratulate our newest inductees into the 

National Honors Society, I am certain that they will carry the torch forward for the students of our school. 

The students of the National Honors Society serve an essential purpose for our school; they constitute our 

scholars, our leaders, our humanitarians, and, above all, our model students. Those who pursue membership in the 

NHS must uphold and adhere to courage, honor, and integrity as virtues inherent in their lives. A commitment to 

these virtues does not end when the school bell rings; it is a life-long pledge to excellence.  

“Excellence is an art won by training and habituation: we do not act rightly because we have virtue or excellence, 

but we rather have these because we have acted rightly; ‘these virtues are formed in [people] by [them] doing the 

actions; we are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit: the good of [humanity] is a 

working of the soul in the way of excellence in a complete life… for as it is not one swallow or one fine day that 

makes a spring, so it is not one day or a short time that makes a [person] blessed and happy.” – Aristotle, 

Nichomachean Ethics. 

With Kindest Regards, 

R.R. Haddon 

School Director 
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News From Vice-Principal Saunders

BFS AP SCHOLAR AWARDS 2014

The following grade 11 students earned the 
distinction of AP Scholar. This award goes 
to students who received a score of 3 or 
higher on three or more AP Exams. 

AP SCHOLAR AWARD 
• Hyunwoo "Harry" Cho 
• Jacob Junior "JJ" Kang 
• Sang Heon Lee 

The following grade 12 student earned the 
distinction of AP Scholar with Honor. This 
award goes to students who received an 
average score of at least a 3.25 on all AP 
Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
four or more of these exams. 

AP SCHOLAR WITH HONOR 
• Sping Hwang  

The following students earned the AP 
Scholar with Distinction award. This is 
granted to students who receive an 
average score of at least a 3.5 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
five or more of these exams. 

AP SCHOLAR WITH DISTINCTION 
• Celine Kim (Currently attending Hong 

Kong University) 
• Sylvia Lee (Currently attending Cornell 

University) 
• Sol Louis Kim (Currently attending Hong 

Kong University) 

It should also be noted that Louis Kim 
earned the highly coveted AP International 
Diploma award. This is granted to students 
who earn scores of 3 or higher on five or 
more AP exams in three or more subject 
areas, including scores of 3 or higher in 
two or more world languages. 

We are well underway with the 2014-2015 
school year and running full steam at all 
grade levels! We have some dynamic new 
teachers who have really hit the ground 
running -- all the way from Prekindergarten 
to high school math! 

With a new school year, it also brings a new 
batch of college applications. This year's 
senior class has a total of 19 students on 
track to graduate and attend to the right 
college or university for them. This year's 
group is looking at schools in the US, Canada, 
Europe, Hong Kong and other parts of the 
globe!   The first of the early application 
deadlines are quickly approaching as we keep 
an eye on the November 1st deadline for 
many schools. 

We've also been busy with a number of 
university visits this year. So far the 
following schools have either met with 
students, presented to the high school or 
met personally with me.  

Visited  so far.... 
• Purdue University 
• Indiana University 
• Pace University 
• Worcester Polytechnical Institute (WPI) 
• Emerson College 
• Providence College 
• University of Sydney 
• Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
• University of California, Santa Cruz 
• SUNY Binghamton 

Check our college visit calendar for the 
u p c o m i n g v i s i t s  h t t p : / /
www.busanforeignschool.org/bfs-community/
events-calendar/ 

Coming up... 
• George Mason University (Korea) 
• University of British Columbia
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Counselor’s Corner

Welcome back! Let’s make it a great year! 

Another school year is upon us! As with any new year,  many changes 

infiltrate our routines, and this year is no different. I am happy to join the 

Busan Foreign School team this year all the way from Middleton, 

Wisconsin.  My family and I are grateful for this wonderful opportunity to 

be a part of a dynamic community.  Please do not hesitate to encourage 

your child to use my counseling services which include individual, small 

group, classroom and schoolwide settings.  I am ready, willing and able to 

help in any way I can!  To help ensure your child finds success this year, 

here are some tips and information to consider: 

1. Communicate with your child’s teacher(s) – ask your questions, clarify the homework, attend the parent-teacher 

conference, inform teachers of changes at home that might impact your child’s day. Teachers are better able to 

meet your child’s needs if they are able to openly and honestly communicate with you. 

2. Communicate with your child – remember to include your child in conversations about their school day, their 

homework, or their friendships. They may have important insight to share with you! Let their voice be heard. 

3. Respect the school’s decisions about protocols – as unnecessary as some rules may seem, it’s important to 

understand they exist for a reason. If you aren’t sure why we do something a certain way, ask! All protocols are 

a work in progress to meet the safety needs of you, your child, and all school staff. Safety first! 

4. Keep an open mind to new ways of teaching or handling behaviors – education is not static, it’s ever-changing. 

Thus, your child’s teacher or support staff may be trying a new technique to help students succeed. Please don’t 

speak unkindly of any adults or students at school with or in front of your child. If you don’t respect school or the 

people there, your child won’t either. 

5. Let your child extend out of their comfort zone – children need to experience challenges in order to succeed. 

Letting your child feel sad, frustrated, or nervous sometimes is so important; they will learn that they can 

overcome such feelings and that they can trust themselves. Protecting your child too much can lead to 

helplessness and powerlessness, leaving your child lacking the emotional resources needed to cope with 

inevitable setback and failure. Childhood is the prime time for mistakes; let it happen and support your child 

along the way. (Lahey, J., Jan, 2013; TheAtlantic.com) 

How can your School Counselor help? 

I help meet the needs of students by proactively teaching safe, respectful, and responsible behaviors in classrooms, 

small groups, and individually. I strive for a comprehensive school counseling program, which means that ALL 

students have access to their School Counselor throughout the year. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Ellen Fox
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SCHOOL WIDE EVENTS

Every year BFS tests its school 
evacuation procedure with a 
“Fire Drill” exercise.  
T h i s yea r s t uden t s and 
teachers were surprised when 
the evacuation signal was 
played September 26th. All 
students proceeded calmly to 
the soccer team and lined up 
behind their teachers. All in 
all a very successful exercise.

Fire Drill

SOCIAL ESLR 
Pk3 -Yunji Lee 
K4 - Tihami Alam 
K5- Yena Elliott, Addulaziz 
Alotaibi 
G1- Ariel Dimmitt, David Chun 
G2- Claire Jung, Willem de Bruijn 
G3- Grace Chun, John Shin 
G4- Ashley Kurth, Iris Kim 

G5- Keisei Kawana 
INTELLECTUAL ESLR 
G6- Steven Choi 
G7- Zenith Shrestha 
G8- Gene Kim 
G9- Anna Kim 
G10- Justin Kang 
G11- Jae Won Lee 
G12- Celine Kim

Student of the Month (ELC&ELE) - Quarter (MS&HS)
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Founder’s Day

One of the most anticipated events at BFS is 
Founder’s Day. 

Do you know when BFS was founded? October 

1996!! Yes! We are 18 years old now. 
Every year BFS celebrates Founder’s day with 
two hours of fun and play organised by student 
leadership. Students are put in different teams 
and participate in a variety of games (dodge 
ball, trivia, tug of war to name  a few) 

Thanks to the new Workshop class lead by Mr. 
Wojcik this year, new games were introduced 
like softball throw. 

Check out this year's BFS spirit shirt, which was 
designed by Jee Hyun Park. 

And of course, the event could not be complete 
without the presence of BFS’ PTSO who used 
the event to fundraise for the school and ensure 
there would be plenty of treats for the children. 
This year the most sold item was the BFS shark 
bracelet made with the famous rubber bands 
that are so much in vogue.
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Global Gathering

This year’s Global gathering took place on Saturday October 18th at Busan Citizen’s Park, Busanjin 
district. 

BFS’ theme was Circus. Mr. Wojcik put on a wonderful performance including three different acts. The 
school’s tent was distinctively decorated in red and white stripes and included beautiful art work from our 
art students. 

The PTSO, NHS, Student Council and the 
Yearbook Club contributed to making the annual 
BFIA event a fun gathering for children of all 
nationalities.

One of BFS’ circus performing acts

Ms. Lund and Ms. Monica  C. Rossevold (BIWA President)
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Upcoming birthdays                                          November & December

Nov 1st 
Lee, Esther Seul (G3) 

Nov 2nd 
Lee, Dongha (G3) 
Chung, Leehoon (Louie) (G8) 

Nov 3rd 
Lopez, Jaydyn Robert (G2) 

Nov 6th 
Kim, Anna (G10) 

Nov 9th 
Shon, Jennifer (G11) 

Nov 10th 
Park, Phillip (G10) 
Kang, Hyunkyung (Elisha) (G10) 

Nov 11th 
Lee, Lauren Yeon Hu (PK3) 
Doh, Edwards (G5) 
Misenar, Kianna Tae Lee (G6) 

Nov 12th 
Bang, SeungHyeon (Sally) (G10) 

Nov 15th 
Kuzmin, Daniil (G4B) 

Nov 16th 
Kim, Oleg (G6) 
Shon, Dongjoo (Jade) (G7) 

Nov 18th 
Harvey, Kelila Hana (G2) 

Nov 22nd 
Phillips, Meerae Song (G2) 

Nov 25th 
Kawana, Yusei (G1) 
Volodina, Diana (G6) 

Nov 26th 
Kim, Do Din (Alex) (G11) 

Nov 30th 
Uhm, Won-Jeong (G7) 

Dec 10th 
Chun, Eugene  (G1) 

Dec 12th 
Elliott, Yena (G5) 

Dec 13th 
Cho, Sunny (G12) 

Dec 14th 
Hodgkins, Brianna  (K4) 

Dec 15th 
Park, Eunhoo (G1) 
Kawana, Keisei (G5) 

Dec 16th 
Kuryndina, Kristina (GK5) 

Dec 17th 
Dimmitt, Tyren (G7) 
Kim, Gene (G9) 
Fox, Sean Patrick (G10) 

Dec 18th 
Kim, Taehyeon (G4) 

Dec 20th 
Park, Eunsaem (G5) 

Dec 24th 
Pisarenko, Sofia (K5) 
Jung, Inah (G6) 
Shrestha, Zenith (G8) 

Dec 25th 
Elliott, Kylen  (G2) 
Sviridov, Danil  (G7) 

Curriculum and Instruction

At Busan Foreign School, all instructors are involved in 

yearlong curriculum writing and revision processes. 

Using Rubicon Atlas software, our certified teachers 

continually update and archive all that is taught and 

connect these instructional units to bona fide USA 

educational standards.  At least monthly, we meet as an 

entire teaching staff and review our curriculum plans 

and update our instruction within the software. 

Teachers collaborate – discussing how students’ learning is best served within their

classrooms. This intentional professional work supports the BFS   mission to inspire 

students and prepare them for top-tiered universities throughout the world. 

Jon Lund (Curriculum Director)
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A Note from our Librarian… 
Hi I'm Ms. Nicholson, and I'm bringing you some 

news about things going on from the library. Starting 

at the end of next week books that the PTSO 

donated and wrapped in plastic will be added to our 

library catalog and added to the shelves. This 

process will take a few weeks for all of them to be 

added.  

In mid or early November scholastic book orders will 

be going home with students in PreK to 6th and 

possibly 7th and 8th grade students. Parents of 

students in 7th-12th always have the option of 

picking a book order at school. 

My goal is to have the books delivered to students 

on December 5th, 8th, 9th, or 10th, depending on 

when they arrive in Busan. 

The classroom spelling bees for grades 1 to 8 will be coming soon. 
These are held in order to determine which two finalists per 

grade will be going to the SKAC spelling bee in Kwangju on 
December 8th. Information about how to study and the list 
for interested students to study will be going home 
sometime next week (Oct 27th). 
There are only two finalists for each grade. Students who 
do well in the Kwangju spelling bee are sometimes able to 

go onto bigger spelling bees. 
Happy practicing, 

Ms. Nicholson

BFS VISION

We believe that all students, regardless of their financial or social standing, deserve an equal right to quality 

education.

BFS MISSION

Our mission is to inspire each learner and provide educational services that nurture their social, intellectual, 

emotional, and physical growth. BFS students are prepared to enter top universities worldwide and become 

responsible, contributing citizens in a rapidly changing world. Our ongoing commitment to intercultural 

understanding and a strong partnership of students, parents, and teachers allows us to achieve this in a caring and 

supportive environment.
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Early Childhood (EC)  
Did you know this year the school invested in 
refurbishing the indoor playroom? with many quality furniture 
directly shipped from the U.S.A., wooden toys and dress-up clothes for your 
children to enjoy on those cold and rainy days … 
  
Field trips are starting again! watch out for the permission flyers 

that will be coming home home with your child. 

The second quarter After School Clubs information 
s h e e t w i l l b e 
distributed end of 
O c t o b e r . T h i s 

quarter we have new 
activities such as the 
Elementary Choir, Chess 
and Cartooning.

EARLY CHILDHOOD AND ELEMENTARY

Anti-Bullying Project - Grades 3 to 5

On September 30th, 2014 BFS 
received the visit of some very 
special people: The Haeundae 
Police Station anti-bullying squad!  

Did you know that 
bullying is an illegal 
offence in Korea? 

The Haeundae Police shared 
information what to do not only if 
you are a victim, but also if you 
are an observer of bullying. Ms. 
Lund and Mr. Saunders supported 
the presentation by sharing day to 
day examples of bullying. 

K e y t a k e a w a y : a l w a y s 
communicate with an adult!
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Hello, my name is Mr. Chapa and I wold like to 

welcome you to our first BSF elementary music 

newsletter! There are so many wonderful things 

happening down in the basement this year with our arts 

programs I barely know where to start!  

Before the end of last year we decided to move the 

elementary music room across the hall from the art 

room. It has had a wonderful impact on student 

learning! Mrs. Soo and I have been in collaboration 

combining songs learned in music class alongside her 

art projects. I must say it is a thrill to witness students 

getting so involved in class.  

We are very fortunate to have such a supportive 

administration who values the elementary music 

program. This year the school was able to purchase a 

set of Orff xylophones for students and they absolutely 

love them! We have been using them to 

accompany songs and dances we learn in music class. 

If you ever get a chance stop by and give them a 

listen…they sound truly wonderful! 

Upcoming 
Clubs!! 

Elementary Choir 
Beginning in Quarter 2 I am starting an after 
school Elementary Choir! Students in Grades 3, 
4 and 5 are encouraged to join! Students will be 
learning advanced musical repertoire and be 
featured in upcoming concerts and events. We 
may even get to perform at some competitions! 
Students will be expected to attend rehearsals 
twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
3:40-4:40 (when the late buses leave). This club 
will first meet on October 28th. For further 
details please contact me directly. 

Elementary Music
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Elementary Arts

We have been very busy in Art class!  We 

participated in art making and decision making 

with fun and easy art activities. Did you know that 

our art classes are fully integrated with the 

Elementary curriculum?? During the first quarter 

students experimented with art inspired by topics 

they were learning in Music, Social Studies, 

Language and Health classes.  

In Music they created a gumball machine and a 

sombrero for the songs “Bubblegum” and “La 

Raspa”. 

In Health they created art for the body system. 

In Language Art they created “There Was an Old 

Lady Who Swallowed a Fly”, “Three robbers”, 

“The teacher from lagoon” for literature inspired 

lessons.  

In Social Studies they created posters for the topic 

“What would you do if you were president” and 

“Anti-bullying”. 

Recently we have also started creating art crafts for the 

upcoming Halloween. 

Everyone exhibits creativity. Students really enjoy their 

drawings and try very hard.

2014 Busan City Postcard Competition 

Kindergarten 5, 2nd grade, 4th grade, middle school and high 

school participated in a citywide postcard making competition in 

September. 

The showcase of student art work was displayed at the Trace Pagoda 

(Heunjuck pagoda) inside Busan Citizens’ Park from October 1st through October 15th.  
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Elementary Sports
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SKAC Track meet @ HIS 
Our Elementary Cross Country team participated at the last SKAC meeting on October 1st. This was a first 

time for many of our students and our Elementary Cross Country coach Mr. Pynnonen. Everyone had a 

fantastic time! The team will be competing again at HIS this coming November 15th. 

Please come and cheer for our students!!! Middle School and High School will also run on that day.

EL
E 
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• Danil Galkin, who earned U10 best  defender for blocking over thirty shots as keeper; 

•  Nikita Lysenko, who earned U10 MVP for 4 goals in a single game; 

•  Robert Blenk, who tirelessly ran up and down the field with a big smile on his face all day; 

•  Danil Kuzmin and Gaëtane Slootweg, who played defensive stoppers in the last half of the final game 

and helped keep the #1 ranked Rising Star opponents scoreless; 

•  Grace Chun, who earned U8 best defensive player; and 

•  John Shin, who earned U8 MVP. 

Don’t forget the season is not over and everyone is still training hard to represent the 
school at the upcoming SKAC on November 22nd at DIS (Daegu).

Ulsan Tournament 
Our elementary soccer teams did a fantastic job at their 
Tournament Debut in Ulsan sponsored by the Rising Stars 
Soccer Club. Our Under 10 (U10) and under 8 (U8) co-ed 
teams played against the region’s best soccer clubs and rival 
schools in matches that lasted throughout the day Saturday! 
Coach Wojcik and Coach Mijares are very happy with the 
way our BFS student-athletes played, especially the U10 team 
who fought hard to win second place!  

Each player contributed to the team, but notables 
are as follows:
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New Elective!!! This year BFS is offering a Construction and Design class to 7th and 
8th graders. 
Being able to identify and use tools safely, designing and building projects, woodworking, and engine mechanics are just a few of 
the things we will be doing. Students will get hands on experience using 
saws, hammers, vices, files, screwdrivers, wrenches, and also power 
tools, such as drills and jigsaws. A few of our projects will be building a 
stage for our elementary music department, games for the school such 
as bean bag toss and ladder golf, and also making hiking poles and hot 
plates from different types of wood. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL

National Honor Society Induction
The National Honor Society at Busan Foreign School 

held their induction ceremony on October 16th for 

new members. 

Mr. Haddon, Principal Mrs. Lund, and Vice Principal 

Mr. Saunders offered congratulatory remarks for 

both new and current members of the organization. 

The new members include: 

	 • Sangheon Lee 

	• Jeong Min Park 

	• Alexa Myankonkova 

               • Diana Son 

We congratulate these new members and 

thank all NHS members for their dedication 

to scholarship, leadership, service, and 

character. 
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SKAC tournament 
The HS Volleyball season 
finished Friday at BIFS, with 
both the girls and boys teams 
competing with 7 other teams. The 
girls managed a number of wins and finished 
6th. Diana Lyu led the girls team in serving, 
Angelina Brays with sets, and Ashley Chung, 
Claire Chung, and Ann Kim led the team in 
spikes. Team Captain Sean Fox led Adam 
Lossiah, Danny Cho, Samuel Lee, and Louie 
Chung to an important win and showed great 
sportsmanship and team play along the 
way. These groups represented BFS very well 
in their first official SKAC volleyball season.

 H
S 
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The 2014 season looks promising after a strong 
2013 year. New coach Mr. Hellman takes over 
for middle school team. Both teams travelled to 

Ulsan for a big tournament on Saturday, Sept. 
27. Both age groups, 11-12 and 13-14, had a 
fantastic day of soccer Saturday playing against 
some of South Korea’s biggest and best soccer 
clubs. Although the win/loss record was not in 
our favor, both teams showed very noticeable 
improvement and represented BFS extremely 
well. Coach Hellman voted Loui Chung Team 
MVP because of Loui’s incredible hustle, great 

attitude, and leadership. JK Kim 
was voted Team Best Defender in 
his best performance ever for BFS. 
Coach Loss iah voted Yulbin 
Kohnen Team MVP for his 4 goals and 
Hidayah Mansour Best Defender for her 
continuous stopping of the opponents’ best 
players. 

Don’t forget Middle school has their SKAC 
tournament on Thursday, October 30 at HIS 

M
S 
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MS & HS Sports
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ll Start of Season 
The 2014 season is looking to be strong 
for both the girls and boys teams this 
year. Girls will be coached by Mr. 
Brennan and boys by Mr. Gates. Both teams have 
two big tournaments, Saturday, October 25th and 
Monday, December 1st. The boys December 1st 
tournament will be held at BFS, girls at BIFS. Seven 
teams will compete in 14 games that are scheduled 
to run from 9am-9pm. No shortage of action that 
day!
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Way to go, BFS parents! 

  
Founder's Day was a huge success for the PTSO (and fun, 
too!), raising approximately 500,000 won, thanks to all of 
the delicious donations made by our wonderful BFS 
parents and the parent volunteers who helped sell goodies 
to the whole school!   We also participated in 
Busan's Global Gathering Festival on Saturday, October 
18th, selling hotdogs and cotton candy in our "BFS circus 
tent."   Thanks to all of our parent volunteers and those 
who supported us.   We had a great time spending the day 
together and we couldn't have done it without you! 
  
Mark your calendar for upcoming PTSO events: 
  
• Halloween is Friday, October 31st!   We can't wait to 

see what our BFS parent's donate for our annual trick or 
treat ing at the school !   If you'd l ike to 
participate,  please donate candy or party favors by 
Monday, October 27th. Everyone is welcome to meet 
in the PTSO room on Friday, October 31st, at 2:15 
pm in costume to hand out candy to our BFS ghouls 
and ghosts.   Let's see which parent has the best 
costume!  

  
• In November, we'll see you on Friday the 7th for our 
monthly PTSO meeting at 11:30 in the PTSO room.   Be 
sure to join us for lunch in our own BFS cafeteria after 
the meeting! 

  
• The American tradition of Thanksgiving will be 

celebrated at lunch on Thursday, November 27th.  
Parents will donate and serve desserts for the event--
smell that pumpkin pie! 

  
• The BIWA Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 
29th at the Grand Hotel.   The PTSO will host a table in 
the children's corner with handmade  crafts and 
activities for the kids.   The Bazaar is a great place to 
buy Christmas presents! 

  
For more information on PTSO events, please visit our 
website at  www.busanforeignschool.org/bfs-community/
ptso/ or contact us at ptso@bfs.or.kr 
  
Thanks for your continued support! 
  
Elizabeth Poppe 
PTSO President

PTSO Update

This year’s PTSO Core Team PTSO’s booth at Global Gathering

Founder’s Day Concession Stand

mailto:ptso@bfs.or.kr
mailto:ptso@bfs.or.kr
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Classifieds

WANT TO PURCHASE HIGH QUALITY ART AT BARGAIN PRICE? All student art work exhibited at the 

school is available for purchase. Proceedings from the sales will directly benefit the Arts department. 

Please contact the main office if interested.
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Mr. Haddon, Ms. Goldman, Mrs. Lund, Mr. Lund, Ms. Morris, Ms. 
Mr. Chapa, Ms. Goldman, Ms. Hwang, Mrs. Lund, Mr. Lund, Ms. 
Nicholson, Mr. Saunders,  Ms. Slootweg Allepuz, Ms. Smith-Lossiah, 
Mr. Wojcik.

Special thanks to 
this Newsletter 
contributors

Our next Newsletter will be issued mid December 2014 and will cover end of November and December updates

Calendar of Events
Main school events are summarized below: print the calendar and keep it for future reference!

Date Event Location

October 25th ACT Day BFS

October 25th HS Basketball SKAC Divisional 2 DIS

October 30th MS Soccer SKAC tournament HIS

November 3rd 2nd Quarter After school clubs begin BFS

November 7th Report Cards sent home BFS

November 8th SAT Day BFS

November 14th Parent-Teacher conferences BFS

November 15th ELE, MS & HS Cross Country SKAC HIS

November 22nd ELE Soccer SKAC tournament DIS

November 27th Progress Reports

November 28th US Thanksgiving - No school

December 1st HS Basketball Final - Boys 
HS Basketball Final - Boys

BFS Gymnasium 
BIFS

December 6th SAT Day BFS

December 8th Model United Nations 
Spelling Bee

KFS

December 13th ACT Day BFS

December 15th Winter Break begins (school resumes January 
6th)


